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VICTORIA — Bishop Remi J. De Roo, shown speaking at St. Mark’s College in
Vancouver in 2016, has died at the age of 97. He is the last surviving Canadian,
English-speaking bishop to take part in the Second Vatican Council sessions in
the 1960s. Story page 9. (CNS photo/Sarah Scali, St. Mark’s College)

SAINT JOHN — Standing amid scaffolding in the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John once more reminds the faithful that the Cathedral Restoration project has
been entrusted to Mary. Story page 2. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — Jennifer Fabrizi is a
chaplain in the Department of Spiritual
Care at Ridgewood Veterans Wing in
Saint John. She works to ensure that
the spiritual and religious needs of the
residents are met. Story page 10. (NBACL

photo)

Pilgrimages add a spiritual dimension
to travel; seven reasons people make
these holy journeys. Story page 6.  (CNS

photo/Paul Haring)

VATICAN CITY — Priests must not shut
themselves into cliques but instead
open themselves to the world and
make God's love reach everyone, Pope
Francis said. Story page 8. (CNS/Paul
Haring photo)
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New FreemanThe
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Parishioners of the Ca-
thedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint
John noticed a few differences as they gath-
ered for mass this past week. Surrounded by
scaffolding on all sides, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
said, “you may notice that I’ve been displaced
from my cathedra, which is the seat of the
bishop,” he said. “This is going to be for the
duration of this next phase of the Cathedral
restoration which includes the fixing up of
the ceiling.”

“This has been a long time coming, Covid
didn’t help things,” he said. “But the construc-
tion committee has been working hard over
these last two years to get final quotes, and
finally we’re moving ahead.”

The left and right sides of the sanctuary
were filled with additional scaffolding as work
on phase one of the Cathedral restoration
forged ahead, despite still being nearly half a
million dollars short.

“I know that can be a little daunting, but
we’re moving ahead trusting that the Lord
will provide for us as he always does, espe-
cially trusting the powerful intercession of Our
Lady of the Immaculate Conception, this is
her Cathedral. There is no greater intercessor
than Our Lady, we saw that at Cana, and we
continue to see it today. We need to trust that
the Lord will prompt people to give sacrifi-
cially and generously through Our Lady’s in-
tercession so that we can finally get the scaf-
folding down, which will give us more hope
as we continue with our Cathedral restora-
tion.”

Bishop Riesbeck went on to give an en-
couraging homily about how each person is
called, by baptism, to evangelize and share
the good news.

Noting that, “the readings today focus on
three vocations of seemingly unworthy per-
sons who responded with a generous yes to
the Lord’s call to follow him and to evange-
lize,” he said they became very powerful in-
struments of evangelization.

 It can be daunting, but the Bishop had en-
couraging words to counter some of those
things that hold people back:

I’m not holy enough
“When are we ever holy enough?” Bishop

Riesbeck asked. “None of us are worthy. But
we can’t let our sinfulness stop us from do-

Continuing to entrust Our Lady
with the Cathedral Restoration project

ing God’s will. We can turn to Jesus asking
for forgiveness and receive his mercy. We
can strive with his grace to grow in holiness,
growing in our relationship with Jesus
through the Sacraments, especially the Eucha-
rist and Reconciliation, through daily prayer,
scripture meditation and good deeds, and re-
member that the Holy Spirit is the principal
agent of evangelization. We need to entrust
every conversation, every interaction we have
with others to his inspiration and guidance.”

I’m not qualified
“The work of evangelization is not re-

stricted to priests, religious, or those with
advanced degrees or initials after their name,”
the bishop said. “It’s baptism that initiates us
into the task of evangelization. We believe we
have the fullness of truth, so we must share
it with love. Ask God to reveal to you oppor-
tunities to share your faith and respond to
those promptings of the Holy Spirit to do so.”

I’m too scared, people will judge me
“Pray for boldness and courage for this gift

of the Spirit to be released in our lives,” he
said. “Evangelization is about living lives trans-
figured by God’s presence and telling others
around us of the joy and peace we have in
Jesus Christ. Sharing the story of what God
has done in our lives can be very powerful.
As we share how God is working in our lives,
God can touch the hearts of hearers who
might identify and look at their own lives and
how God is at work to reveal his deep and
abiding presence.”

I have no idea what to say
“Sharing the Good News isn’t rocket sci-

ence,” the bishop said. “There are so many
resources out there, in additions to the Scrip-
tures, and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church — like Formed.org, or other resources
we might find on the internet that can first
help us grow in our own faith so that we
have the knowledge, the tools and the confi-
dence to invite people into conversations of
faith and share the basic Gospel message.”

Evangelization is too hard
“We live in a culture that is no longer shaped

by Christian values,” Bishop Riesbeck said.
“But precisely because we were created to
be in a communion of love with God and with
our neighbour, our culture needs God

(continued on page 3)
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Forgiveness, friendship, prayer: pope answers questions on Italian TV
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis told an Italian interviewer that
forgiveness is "a human right."

"I'm going to say something that may shock some people, but it's
the truth: The ability to be forgiven is a human right," the pope told
journalist Fabio Fazio February 6 during the primetime Italian talk show,
Che Tempo Che Fa (What the weather's like).

"We all have the right to be forgiven if we ask for forgiveness. It is
a right that flows from God's nature and has been given to humans as
an inheritance," he said. "Someone who asks for forgiveness has the
right to be forgiven."

A criminal, he said, must pay his or her debt to society, but still has
a right to be forgiven.

In the hour long interview, Pope Francis repeated what he often has
said about the scandal of weapons' sales and the futility of war, the
obligation to protect the environment and the need for a better-coordi-
nated European process for welcoming migrants and refugees.

Although Mr. Fazio did not ask specific questions about the clerical
sexual abuse scandal, he asked the pope how he would like the church
of the future to be and what he sees as the "critical issues" facing the
church today.

Pope Francis responded, "I imagine the church of the future the

way St. Paul VI imagined it after the (Second Vatican) Council with
the apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi," his 1975 document
on need for creative new ways to share the Gospel message with the
world.

Highlighting the ongoing relevance of the 1975 document, he said,
"I added another that's called Evangelii Gaudium, but it's not so
original; it's a plagiarism of Evangelii Nuntiandi’ and Aparecida, the
document of the Latin American bishops he helped write after a meeting
in Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007. The document called for a continent-
wide missionary outreach.

And he told Mr. Fazio that the "greatest evil" in the church today is
"spiritual worldliness — a worldly church."

"This spiritual worldliness within the church makes an ugly thing
grow: clericalism, which is a perversion of the church," he said. It
increases "rigidity" and a reliance on rules rather than on God.

In his response, and throughout the interview, Pope Francis in-
sisted that Jesus' incarnation and his death on the cross meant that
Christian faith must take flesh in practical signs of love and care for
others and in going out to preach the Gospel.

Pope Francis said people who are born in developed countries to
families who always have enough to get by and where health care,
education and jobs are fairly easy to come by must recognize that
they are no more deserving of those things than a person born into
poverty with little or no access to any of those things.

And while it is tempting to "look the other way" when the news
reports on victims of war or migrants drowning or when one sees a
person begging on the street, it is "a very ugly temptation."

"It is not enough to see, one must feel it, touch it," the pope said,
add that allowing one's heart to be touched and recognizing a victim
as a person, a brother or sister, is the only way to move toward
finding a solution.

Mr. Fazio also asked Pope Francis to define prayer.
"Praying is what a child does when he or she feels limited, helpless

and calls, 'Daddy!' or 'Mommy!'" the pope said. "This is the first cry
of prayer. But if you don't believe that you have a daddy or a mommy
near you, you don't know how to cry out, you don't know how to
ask."

"Praying," he continued, "means looking at our limitations, our needs,
our sins, and saying, 'Daddy, look at me. Your gaze purifies me, gives
me strength.'"

Being comfortable with addressing God as father, he said, is a sign
that one is "doing well on the road of faith."

The Italian journalist also asked Pope Francis how he is able to
bear the weight of being concerned for the fate of the world and
listening to so many individual stories of pain and suffering.

But the pope insisted that his burdens are not so great and pale in
comparison to the challenges and truly awful things so many people
endure every day.

"To tell the truth, I'm not a champion weightlifter," he said. "I en-
dure what most people endure."

The pope also said he does have some good friends, "who help me,
who know my life as a normal person — not that I am normal, no. I
have my abnormalities — but like an ordinary man who has friends."

"In fact, I need friends," he said. "That's one of the reasons why I
didn't go to live in the papal apartment, because the popes before me
were saints and I couldn't do it — I'm not so much a saint. I need
human relationships, that's why I live in this hotel, Santa Marta, where
you find people to talk to, you find friends. It's easier for me." §

(continued from page 2)
desperately. Therefore, we must persevere and trust that when we let
Jesus into our boats, into the boats of our lives, he will flood us with
divine grace. When we cooperate with the Holy Spirit and God’s plan
for our lives, incredible things can happen.  We cannot give up doing
our part to help build up a civilization of love and a culture of life.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded his remarks with a powerful exhorta-
tion. “Let’s not be afraid to put out into the deep, and bring as many
people to Jesus as possible, so more lives can be transformed, and
disciples multiplied for the greater glory of God.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Cathedral Restoration project
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Discipleship: an invitation
to relationship

Most of my adult life, some 46 years has been spent teaching. Like
most teachers, I willingly admit that I learned more than my students
ever did. Looking back, there is one very significant piece of wisdom
that I picked up along the way. Early in my career another more
senior person shared something that is crucial for no matter what we
do: “A good teacher, teaches themselves.” Looking back, I can see
that no matter what we do in life, the most significant element will
always be the relationships we discover, build and nurture.

That piece of wisdom should be kept in mind when we spend time
with our Judeo-Christian scriptures. Too often we read and use these
scriptures as “proof texts”. We look at them to find doctrinal teach-
ings or moral teachings for our lives as Christians. Perhaps as we do
so, we fail to see the fundamental purpose and truth that in fact these
scriptures are meant to present.

Our Bible is a collection of books, a kind of library for us. This
collection presents us with a whole series of stories that open the
door to what we might call our ‘Great Story’. It recounts how all
creation, including our humanity is a wondrous expression of God’s
love. Our origin is in God’s love and our destiny is to return to the
fullness of God’s love. What we find unfolding in the books of our
Jewish  and Christian scriptures presents and celebrates a fundamen-
tal truth of our faith. Our life and all creation exist because of God’s
love. We are in relationship with our God, and God with us.

The stories of Jesus and his disciple in the New Testament —
gospels, letters, historical accounts, they all need to be read in the
light of this relationship of love by which we bond with our God,
through Jesus the Christ.  Like all the Gospel writers, Luke provides
us with stories of how Jesus begins to build his circle of disciples. He
calls them and challenges them where they are.

We can see this in Luke 5:1-11. Jesus gathers all kinds of people
around him. In order to deal with the crowd, Jesus makes use of the
setting and the situation in order to reach out to them. It is in a fishing
area and so Jesus makes use of one of the fishing boats from which

to teach. When he finishes speaking
to the crowds, he asks the boat‘s
owner, Simon to go fishing with him.
Simon resists at first but agrees to go
and is shocked by the number of fish
they catch.

Luke closes this story with Jesus issuing an explicit invitation to
Simon and his partners to join him in his mission. Like the fish, they
are caught. Like the fish, they are brought on board with Jesus. Hav-
ing been brought on board, they leave what they have been about and
follow Jesus as disciples and ultimately as partners, sharing the mis-
sion.

This is a story of an encounter leading to a relationship. Jesus will
teach these disciples.  He will also build and nurture a friendship with
them. Over time and with many shared experiences, this circle will
grow close. The unfolding of this relationship is the key to under-
standing the Good News. If read in this way, it can be the story of our
own relationship with Jesus the Christ and with our fellow disciples
in our own community of faith.

In John’s Gospel, 15:15-17 we see a proclamation of this encounter
leading to relationship.  It begins with these words: I do not call you
servants any longer,… I have called you friends. These three verses in
John can help us recognize who we are in the stories of the Gospels.

Can I read our Scriptures with this perspective of love and hope?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Caritas prepared should tanks roll
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Whether or not Russia invades, Caritas Ukraine is already at work get-
ting people in Eastern Ukraine through all the small crises, the human-scale
disasters of a war that’s dragged on for eight years.

Anna Dombrovska, Catholic Near East Welfare Association [CNEWA]
project manager for Ukraine, was in Ukraine in September and reports
Caritas has been ready to serve new refugees from the conflict with Rus-
sia since last summer.

“Branches have trained to go to the field, create field kitchens or field
tents where they can help people with humanitarian aid, medical help or
psychological consultation and definitely spiritual (consultation) of course,”
Ms. Dombrovska said.

“When there’s a question of whether Ukraine is prepared, well, Ukraine
has been prepared since 2014. The country has been mobilized for eight
years. It’s not that the war ended and now it may start again. The war has
been there for so long.”

With more than 1,000 staff and volunteers, $10 million in programming
and serving 95,000 people in 2021, Caritas is CNEWA’s main partner in
Ukraine. The organization has 37 offices across Ukraine, including staff
who work along the contact line between Ukrainian forces and Russian

and Russian-backed forces in the breakaway regions of Donetsk and
Luhansk.

While the Caritas effort includes everything that would be expected of a
professional humanitarian aid agency serving displaced and traumatized
people — monthly food baskets, hygiene kits, blankets and bedding, cooking
items, psychological services including mobile units of social workers
delivering “psychological first aid” — the Caritas effort also includes chapels
on wheels to minister to spiritual needs.

While the threat of war is nothing new for Ukrainians, the scope of the
threat has expanded since Russian President Vladimir Putin sent more
than 100,000 troops to conduct training exercises within just a few kilo-
metres of the border, including troops now in Belarus.

“The threat may be all over the Ukrainian border with Russia and Belarus
— which is more than just the eastern part, Donetsk and Luhansk,” said
Ms. Dombrovska. “We’re talking about 70 per cent of the Ukrainian bor-
der that can be attacked. It could be northwest, north, east and south
(Crimea) as well.”

Caritas programming throughout Ukraine is an integral part of the coun-
try’s readiness for war, Ms. Dombrovska said. “Because of the capacity
of Caritas, government cannot ignore the impact they will have.”

Churches and government meet regularly to sort out what services are
available and what might be needed in various parts of the country.§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

When our world is falling apart
The early years of my adulthood and priesthood were spent teach-

ing theology at Newman Theological College in Edmonton, Canada. I
was young, full of energy, loved teaching, and was discovering the
joys of ministry. For the most part, these were good years.

However, they weren’t always easy. Restlessness and inner chaos
find us all. The demands of ministry, the tensions inside community,
the obsessions I’m forever prone to, the not-infrequent departure of
cherished friends from the community, and the constant movement
of people through my life, occasionally left me in emotional chaos,
gasping for oxygen, struggling to sleep, wondering how I was going
to still my soul again.

But, I had a little formula to help handle this. Whenever the chaos
got bad, I would get into my car and drive four hours to our family
farm just across the border in Saskatchewan. My family still lived in
the house I’d grown up in and I was able to eat at the same table I’d
eaten at as a child, sleep in the same bed I’d slept in as a boy, and walk
the same ground I’d walked while growing up. Usually it didn’t take
long for home to do its work. I’d only need a meal or an overnight
stay and the chaos and heartache would subside; I’d begin to feel
steady again.

Coming home didn’t cure the heartache but it gave the heart the
care it needed. Somehow home always worked.

Today, the same kind of emotional chaos and heartache can still
unsettle me on occasion and leave me unsure of who I am, of the
choices I’ve made in life, and of who and what to trust. However, I
cannot drive to my childhood home anymore and need to find the
steadying that going home once gave me in new ways. It isn’t always
apparent where to find this, even amidst a good community, a still
supportive family, loving friends, and a wonderful job. Home can be
elusive on a restless night. What one needs to steady the heart isn’t
always easy to access. Once you’ve left home, sometimes it’s hard
to find your way back there again.

So what do I do now when I need to
go home and retouch my roots to steady
myself? Sometimes a trusted friend is the
answer; sometimes it’s a call to a family
member; sometimes it’s a family that has become family to me, some-
times it’s a place in prayer or in nature, sometimes it’s immersing
myself in work, and sometimes I can’t find it at all and have to live
with the chaos until, like a bad storm, it blows over.

Through the years, I’ve discovered that a special book can take me
home in the same way as driving there once did. Different people find
home in different places. One of the books that does this for me,
almost without fail, is The Story of a Soul by Therese of Lisieux. Not
surprising, it’s the story of a recessive journey, the story of Therese’s
own effort at recapturing what her house, home, and family once
gave her. But the recessive journey in itself is not what gives this book
(which I highly recommend for anyone whose heart is aching in way
that unsettles the soul) such a special power. Many autobiographies
unsettle more than they settle. This one soothes your soul.

However, remembering alone doesn’t necessarily care for the heart
and sometimes our memories of home and childhood carry more
pathology and pain than steadying and healing. Not everyone’s home
was safe and nurturing. Tragically, one’s initial home can also be the
place where our trust and steadiness are irrevocably broken, as is the
case often in sexual and other forms of abuse. I was fortunate. My
first home gave me trust and faith. For those who were not as lucky,
the task is to find a home, a place or a person, that caresses a wounded
soul.

What makes for a home that caresses the soul?
Home is where you are safe. It’s also the place where you experi-

ence security and trust and where that steadiness enables you to be-
lieve in the things of faith. I used to drive four hours for a meal or a
night’s sleep in order to find that. Today, I need to make that reces-
sive journey in other ways.

It’s a journey we all need to make in times of chaos and deep
restlessness in our lives, namely, to find a place, a space, a friend, a
family, a house, a table, a bed, a book, or something that grounds us
again in security, trust, stability, and faith.

Of course, there are headaches and heartaches for which there is
no cure; but the soul doesn’t need to be cured, only properly cared
for. Our task is to go home, to find those people, places, prayers, and
books that caress our souls at those times when our world is falling
apart.

(Partial rewrite of a column from 2006)

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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By STEPHEN J. BINZ

Reprinted with permission from
St. Anthony Messenger, December 2021 / January 2022

Pilgrimages add a spiritual dimension to travel, opening us up to
authentic and unexpected encounters with God. Here are seven rea-
sons people make these holy journeys.

I’ve been leading pilgrimages to sacred places for about 30 years,
experiencing the desires that spring up in my own heart and learning
the many reasons why people choose to go on a sacred journey.
Beginning in the 1990s, I offered trips to biblical lands that would help
people experience the places of the Bible and thus learn more about
the context of God’s word. But I have increasingly discovered that
education is only one of many reasons people desire to travel to these
holy sites. Sometimes we discover our deeper reasons for pilgrimage
only while on the journey.

As we look forward to a future with fewer COVID-19 restrictions,
I know that people will be eager to travel again and that many will
experience a deeper longing to go on pilgrimage. Like all genuine
desires, there are reasons God instills these yearnings within us. Here
are some of the motives I’ve seen within people who long to go on
pilgrimage.

1) Experiencing a call
A call from God is experienced as a deep desire, whether it’s a

momentary urge to do a good deed or a divine nudging toward a
lifelong vocation. For anyone experiencing such a desire, it’s impor-
tant to explore its sources and to consider ways to realize it.

People tell me, for example, that they’ve wanted to go to the Holy
Land their whole lives, but that recently that desire has become more
intense and tangible. I tell them that they might be experiencing God’s
call, and that now it is up to them to determine if God is clearing their
path by giving them the right circumstances, the ability to sacrifice
what it takes from their savings, and the space away from their ordi-
nary responsibilities to make the trip. If these things all become pos-
sible, then that’s a sure lead.

As people depart on pilgrimage, I invite them to consider how God
has made this trip possible for them, who is sacrificing for their sake,
and how all the pieces have fallen into place for this moment. Often I
urge them to be grateful, relax, and follow God’s lead along the jour-
ney.

2) Marking a life transition
Many of the saints of old, when they experienced their conversion

to a life devoted to God, marked that transition by going on pilgrim-
age, often journeying to Jerusalem or Rome. Arriving in the holy city
symbolized the surrender of their lives to God. For similar reasons
today, people experience the major transitions of life as sacred times,
often associated with a desire for sacred travel.

Friends of mine recently said that they are going on a pilgrimage
because their last child was finally leaving home, and they have been
trying to figure out how to live purposefully with an empty nest.
Pilgrimage became for them an opportunity to cross the threshold
from the activities of family life to the more mellow days of life to-
gether. And pilgrimage seems to make that passage more intentional
and God-centred.

Why we go on pilgrimages Retirement can be a similar kind of moment. When people retire,
they often mark the transition to this new phase in their life by taking
a trip. Those who wish to seek God’s direction for the years ahead
might make that retirement trip an experience of pilgrimage in order
to designate their willingness to let God lead their way in the years to
come.

3) Honouring a loved one
The death of a loved one often leads people to choose a pilgrimage.

Usually it takes about a year to get through the hard grieving that
follows a painful loss, but after that first cycle of yearly events has
passed, the survivor is ready for something new. A pilgrimage often
marks that passage from brokenhearted loss to the desire to figure
out how to get on with the rest of life.

A few years ago, three siblings travelled with me because their
father had just died and left them with an inheritance. Rather than
simply paying down credit cards or remodelling a kitchen, they de-
cided to pay tribute to his life by travelling to Italy together in his
honour. They knew that he would be proud that they were doing this
to remember him and to express the faith he had given to them.

On every trip I lead, there are usually a few recently widowed
women and men. While visiting the holy places, they are comforted
by a deep sense that the beloved is with them along the way. But, at
the same time, they gain new confidence that they can make it on
their own, with God’s grace and the help of family and friends.

4) Praying for a need
Christian shrines and tombs of the saints throughout the world are

often adorned with votive offerings: tangible objects deposited and
displayed at the site to express the petition, trust, or thanks of

(continued on page 7)

BETHLEHEM — People walk outside the Church of the Nativity
in Bethlehem, West Bank. The church is a popular pilgrimage
site. (CNS photo/Debbie Hill)
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(continued from page 6)
pilgrims. Traditionally at healing shrines, the offering takes the form
of small silver models of the afflicted body parts or hearts made of
precious metals.

These are physical signs that healings are happening at this place,
and others can call upon divine help in their needs. When a pope
brings a votive offering to a shrine, it may be a crown for the Virgin
Mary or a golden rose as an expression of affection. When I bring an
offering, it is more likely a flower to leave at the altar, a monetary
offering for the shrine, or a votive candle lit to implore the saint’s
intercession.

Pilgrims need time to pray at sacred places and to remember the
purpose of their journey. I often remind my groups to pray for their
intentions and those of their family and friends back home. I find it
helpful to ask questions like these: What are you asking God to do in
your life at this place? How do you hope to be different after this
pilgrimage than when you started?

5) Enriching a marriage
Married couples sometimes get into ruts. Life together becomes

routine and predictable. Pilgrimage can be a means to shake things up
in a relationship, an opportunity to renew the bonding forces of love.
Because love is not measured by emotional feelings from day to day,
but by the accumulated choices and activities together, the shared
memories of a life-changing pilgrimage can renew a marriage like
nothing else.

My wife and I both love to travel. We both enjoy photography,
experiencing new places, and purchasing remembrances for our home.
But when we go on pilgrimage together, there is an extra layer of
significance that can’t be quantified in photos and souvenirs. A sacred
place enriches the soul. We return to ordinary life more refreshed in
spirit and more bonded on a level that is difficult to express.

When married couples travel with other couples and get to know
one another, they have the opportunity to uplift the marriages of one
another. By getting to know other couples, learning about their lives,
and having fun together, a couple can find their own marriage be-
coming more whole. When all that becomes enriched by prayer and
the sacraments on pilgrimage, the results are transformational.

6) Encountering God more experientially
Throughout the Bible, people encounter God in new ways when

away from home and on a journey. Abraham and Sarah had to leave
their homeland in order to get to know God. The people of Israel
grew to understand their identity while travelling through the wilder-
ness. Mary and Joseph lived their earliest time with their infant son

while journeying from Bethlehem
to Egypt. In our tradition, people
meet God in experiences on the
road.

I recall the feelings associ-
ated with a mid-life transition I
experienced a couple of decades
ago.  The anxiety, uncertainty, and
fear associated with mid-life
brought me to a place where I knew
I had to go somewhere — prefer-
ably somewhere far away, myste-

rious, and deeply spiritual. I had an intuitive sense that such a transcendent
journey would allow me to return home ready to take the first step toward
the second half of life.

I’m not sure what it is about the spiritual journey that is so trans-
forming, but people through the ages in every religious tradition have
found it to be so. If you need to be deeply renewed, purged of toxins,
and ready to start life anew, let God lead you on pilgrimage. For
Christians, pilgrimage appeals to our ability to encounter God through
creation, through history, and especially through what Celtic spiritu-
ality calls “thin places.” We experience holiness in those locations
where the barrier between earth and heaven is particularly thin. Be-
cause of our sacramental imaginations, we want to see, hear, smell,
taste, and touch those places where people have experienced God in
unique and particular ways for a long time.

7) Joining with Christians
across time and place

When Jesus told the people of Nazareth that no prophet is accepted
in his hometown and by his own people, he was speaking a truth
about familiarity. In our familiar places, our expectations are lowered.
This is the reason we have to leave home and travel in order to receive
the grace of pilgrimage.

Life with God is full of surprises, and God is quick to go beyond
our expectations, but sometimes we’ve got to leave our town and our
neighbours for a while in order to experience the truth of this reality.

When I travel to places of pilgrimage — Middle Eastern biblical
sites, striking Gothic cathedrals, sanctuaries of the saints, places
where Mary has appeared — I’m overwhelmed by the beauty of
the Church. Each place of pilgrimage is soaked with the prayers
of people who have come there for centuries. When I see people
coming from all over the world — some wearing indigenous attire
— to a place very different from my homeland, offering exotic
foods, and expressing unique customs, I’m awakened into hope-
ful expectancy.

Yet, amid all the diversity of these places of Christian pilgrim-
age, I know there is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism. I experi-
ence a unity with all these holy people, sisters and brothers in sor-
row and joy, children of God seeking healing and hope. I know that in
Christ I am united with all these people in a way that transcends
everything else. So when another group is filling the pilgrimage site to
celebrate a wedding, mourn at a funeral, or offer the mass, I don’t
resent the fact that I can’t get closer or capture that perfect photo. I
am able to stand back, offer a quiet prayer, and rejoice that this sacred
place is enriched with living faith, that it is not a museum but rather a
place to encounter the living God.

Because I experience the truth, goodness, and beauty of the Church
on pilgrimage, I can return to my hometown and my familiar places
and there remember that God is real. I can know again, as if for the
first time, that God is alive in my everyday life, that I can encounter
the divine presence in my family, school, and work. Pilgrimage has
renewed my soul, and I can return home with new eyes and a con-
verted heart.

Stephen J. Binz is a biblical scholar, sought-after speaker, and au-
thor of Saint Junipero Serra’s Camino: A Pilgrimage Guide to the
California Missions (Franciscan Media). He leads pilgrimages to
biblical sites and sacred places throughout the world. For informa-
tion about his publications, speaking topics, and pilgrimages, go to
his website at Bridge-B.com.§

Why we go on pilgrimages
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Pope to priests: Don't remain 'barricaded in the sacristy'
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Priests must not shut
themselves into small-knit cliques but instead
open themselves to the world and make God's
love reach everyone, Pope Francis said.

"Please, let us not remain barricaded in the
sacristy and cultivate small, closed groups
where we can pamper ourselves and be com-
fortable," the pope said February 7 during an
audience with priests studying at Rome's Pon-
tifical Lombard Seminary.

"There is a world waiting for the Gospel
and the Lord wants his shepherds to be con-
formed to him, carrying in their hearts and
on their shoulders the expectations and bur-
dens of the flock. Open, compassionate and
merciful hearts," he said.

Established by the bishops of the northern
Italian region of Lombard in 1854, the insti-
tution serves as the residence for diocesan
priests — Italian and non-Italian — pursuing
advanced degrees in Rome.

In his speech, the pope noted that the day
marked the anniversary of the election of Pope
Pius XI who was "one of the first alumni" of
the pontifical seminary.

"From these roots linked to Pius XI, we
may try to draw some inspiration, not to cul-
tivate nostalgia for the past and close our-
selves to the newness of the Spirit, who in-
vites us to live today, but to trace some pro-
phetic signs for your ministry and your mis-
sion, particularly in the service of the church
and the Italian people," he said.

The pope recalled that upon his election,
Pius XI chose to deliver his first blessing from
the balcony of St. Peter's rather than from
inside the basilica. His example, he said, serves
as a reminder for priests "to open up and to
expand the horizon of the ministry to the di-
mensions of the world."

Pope Francis said he knew that some of
the priests, who go to confession at Rome's
Basilica of St. Mary Major, located near the
seminary, tell each other afterward, "Go to
that one, but not that one — he'll make your
life miserable."

Just as the student priest seek to confess
with "priests who are merciful to us," they
must also strive to show mercy to those who
come to them.

"Just as we want mercy when we go to
ask forgiveness for our sins and seek the most
merciful, you must be merciful with every-
one," he said. "Don't forget that God never
tires of forgiving. We are the ones who tire

of asking for forgiveness, but he never gets
tired of forgiving."

The pope reminded the priests of Pius XI's
first homily as pope, in which the newly
elected pontiff invited Christians to ask them-
selves, "What can I offer the Lord?"

That question, he added, "does not revolve
around you, your desire for that cathedra, that
parish, that position in the curia" but instead
is an invitation to open their hearts to "avail-
ability and service."

"Often, even here in Italy, ecclesial dis-
course is reduced to sterile internal dialectics
between those who are innovators and those
who are conservatives, between those who
prefer one politician and those who prefer
another, and we forget the central point: to be
church in order to live and spread the Gos-
pel," the pope said.

Finally, Pope Francis recalled his predeces-
sor's words in the 1931 encyclical
Quadragismo Anno (In the 40th year) on the
reconstruction of the social order, and par-
ticularly Pius XI's warning of "an immense
power and despotic economic dictatorship
(that) is consolidated in the hands of a few."

The pope encouraged priests to follow Pope
Pius' example and to not only "be attentive to the
signs of suffering of the people" but also to "be
competent and courageous in raising prophetic
words in the name of the voiceless."

"Great tasks await you," he said. "The church
is beautiful! Dream of the Italian church of to-
morrow that is more faithful to the spirit of the
Gospel, more free, more fraternal and joyful in
bearing witness to Jesus, animated by the ar-
dour to reach out to those who have not known
the 'God of all consolation.'" §

Synodal process showing good progress,
some challenges, Vatican says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Catholic Church
worldwide is showing good progress and
"much joy" after the opening of the synodal
process, but there also have been some "un-
certainties" and challenges, said the ordinary
council of the Synod of Bishops.

"There is growing awareness that the
synodal conversion to which all the baptized
are called is a lengthy process that will pro-
long itself well beyond 2023," the council said
in a press release February 7.

"The desire all over the world is (that) this
synodal journey, which has begun at the local
level," continues "so that tangible signs of
synodality might increasingly be manifest as
constitutive of the church," it said.

The ordinary council met in person and
online January 26 to discuss the progress being
made on the synodal process around the world
and to elaborate the criteria for the "reports" to
be prepared by dioceses and bishops' confer-
ences and submitted to the general secretariat of
the Synod of Bishops, it said in a statement pub-
lished February 7 at synod.va.

"It seems that the novelty of the synodal proc-
ess has given rise to much joy and dynamism,"
it said. Nearly 98% of all bishops' conferences
and synods of Eastern Catholic churches world-
wide have appointed a person or an entire team
to implement the synodal process and a large
number of initiatives have been set up to pro-
mote consultation and discernment.

"Many of the faithful perceive the synodal
process as a crucial moment in the church's
life, as a learning process as well as an op-
portunity for conversion and renewal of
ecclesial life. At the same time, various diffi-
culties have also emerged," it said.

"Fears and reticence are reported among
some groups of the faithful and among the
clergy. There is also a certain mistrust among
the laity who doubt that their contribution will
really be taken into consideration," it said.

Among the challenges it noted were: a "re-
luctance" by some clergy; a need for forma-
tion, "especially in listening and discernment
so that the synod is authentically a spiritual
process and not reduced to a parliamentary
debate"; a need for mutual listening based on
prayer and Scripture; a need to improve the
participation of young people; and the need
to involve those distanced from the church.

The pandemic has also limited opportunities
to meet in person, which is important for "mu-
tual listening and communal discernment," it said.
"The consultation of the people of God cannot
be reduced to a mere questionnaire."

Last October, Pope Francis formally opened
the process leading up to the assembly of the
Synod of Bishops in 2023 and bishops around
the world were to open the process in their
dioceses soon after. The diocesan phase,
which runs until August, will focus on listen-
ing to and consulting the people of God.

Documents and resources are available in
a number of languages at www.synod.va and
www.synodresources.org/ §
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Bishop Remi De Roo, Second Vatican Council father, dies at 97
By PAUL SCHRATZ
The B.C. Catholic

VICTORIA — Bishop Remi J. De Roo, the last surviving Cana-
dian, English-speaking bishop to take part in the Second Vatican Coun-
cil more than 50 years ago, has died at the age of 97.

The former bishop of Victoria died Tuesday and is remembered as
a longtime proponent of social justice issues and an outspoken advo-
cate of subjects that could make popes and prime ministers uncom-
fortable, from the celibate priesthood to unbridled capitalism.

When he retired in 1999 at the age of 75, Bishop De Roo was
Canada’s longest-serving bishop, having shepherded Victoria since
1962.

Archbishop J. Michael Miller said Bishop De Roo “will long be
remembered as one of the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council,
an ecclesial event that was a great grace for the Church.”

Victoria Bishop Gary Gordon likewise said the bishop emeritus
“was able to bring the first-hand experience of Vatican II into the
lived experience of our diocese, and continued in ministry up until
well into his 90s.”

Bishop Gordon said one of the enduring gifts the late bishop
brought to the diocese and the Church in Canada was his passion
for promoting “the council’s desire for the Church to grow into
the fullness of the people of God in dialogue with the world, espe-
cially in the realm of the social teachings of the Church.”

Born in 1924 in the farming community of Swan Lake, MB,
Bishop De Roo was the second of eight children, with a sister
who was an Ursuline nun and a younger brother who was a priest.
He studied for the priesthood at St. Boniface seminary in Mani-
toba and was ordained June 8, 1950.

After ordination Father De Roo went to Rome for further stud-
ies and received his Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the
Angelicum University in 1952. He served as a pastor in Victoria,
where he was a priest-consultor and secretary for the Manitoba
Bishops Conference.

He was named bishop of Victoria by Pope John XXIII in Octo-
ber 1962, making him the 13th bishop of the diocese, succeeding
Bishop James D. Hill, who died in March 1962. At the age of 38,
Bishop De Roo was the world’s youngest bishop and the first
western-born Bishop of Victoria.

His consecration as bishop of Victoria took place December 14,
1962, at St. Boniface Cathedral under Archbishop Maurice
Baudoux. He was installed in Victoria’s St. Andrew’s Cathedral
December 20 by Vancouver Archbishop W. M. Duke.

Bishop De Roo had a dramatic arrival in the diocese with a
solemn tribal ceremony re-enacting the arrival of Bishop Modeste
Demers, the first bishop of Victoria, 117 years earlier.

A B.C. Catholic article recounted how the new bishop arrived
by canoe at the Tsalout Reserve near Victoria and was greeted by
11 war canoes that escorted him to the shore.

There he was made an honourary chief and bestowed with the
name Siem Le Pleet Schoo-Kun, roughly translated as ‘High Priest
Swan’ and a reference to a Coast Indian tradition of launching
canoes and heading out to sea in spring at the sight of the first
swan seen flying overhead.

One of the early tasks Bishop De Roo set for himself was to
visit as many of the Indigenous people of his diocese as possible,
and he maintained a close relationship with them for the rest of

his life.
He attended sessions of the Second Vatican Council in Rome,

where he and other Canadian bishops criticized a proposed docu-
ment on the lay apostolate in the modern world, saying it failed to
set forth the essential principles of the movement.

After returning from the council his enthusiasm for embracing
progressive ideas quickly took root in Victoria, where he told a lay
apostolate workshop that new pastoral patterns were needed in
the Church, with the laity planning, organizing, and carrying out
programs with the spiritual guidance of priests and in co-opera-
tion with the hierarchy.

He spoke of his frustration over what he saw as entrenched
attitudes among the laity that blocked efforts to breathe life into
Vatican II’s documents. He cited for example the faithful’s ten-
dency to look to clergy for answers to all moral and religious
questions. He also complained of bishops who were “far too en-
grossed in administration” and too little concerned with pastoral
problems. He was also a promoter of the permanent diaconate and
the role of the laity as being “more than a secondary one of assist-
ance to the clergy.”

A strong advocate for social justice, Bishop De Roo served as
chair of the Canadian bishops’ social justice committee and fre-
quently called for economic justice in public policy making.

In 1968 he made a presentation to a federal committee consid-
ering abortion law reforms and called on the committee to show
“respect for life. We are much concerned that a too-open health
clause may result in widespread disrespect for and assault on the
life of the unborn child.”

But he continually drew the ire of traditional and conservative
Catholics with his support for married and female priests. He was
a frequent guest at conferences sponsored by Call to Action, an
organization that advocated for contraception and for married and
female priests.

In 1992 he co-authored a controversial book In the Eye of the
Catholic Storm with former nun Mary Jo Leddy. The refusal by
The B.C. Catholic and The Catholic Register to publish ads for
the book became a national news story highlighting tensions be-
tween conservative and liberal Catholics.

In 1999, months after his retirement, the Vatican instructed Bishop
De Roo not to speak at a conference of married Catholic priests.

At the time of his retirement at the age of 75, Bishop De Roo was
Canada’s longest-serving bishop, having shepherded Victoria since
1962.

He was replaced as bishop by Raymond Roussin, SM, who quickly
discovered that a number of poor investments made under Bishop De
Roo’s administration had left the diocese $17 million in debt. The
diocesan financial crisis resulted in the sale of millions of dollars in
diocesan assets and the launch of a bond drive to borrow money
from parishioners.

Bishop De Roo issued a public apology, taking full responsibility for
the series of poor investment decisions made over a period of years
during the 1980s and ’90s.

In 2010, a decade after Bishop De Roo’s retirement, The Vancou-
ver Sun named him B.C.’s fourth most influential spiritual leader of
the century. It cited his provoking a national debate in 1984 “when he
accused Pierre Trudeau of exacerbating the “moral crisis” of unem-
ployment” and for “encouraging his diocese’s 70,000 Catholics to
experiment in worship styles and enhance the role of women.” §
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Ridgewood chaplain urges people not to forget those in long-term care
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In December 2020, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic was in full swing, Jennifer Fabrizi began her employment as a
chaplain in the Department of Spiritual Care at Ridgewood Veterans
Wing in Saint John.

The 80-bed facility was originally for veterans who required long-
term care but in recent years has expanded to include overflow hos-
pital patients who are awaiting a permanent bed in a long-term care
facility.

She works to ensure that the spiritual and religious needs of the
residents are met, including leading an ecumenical church service for
residents and arranging to bring in Holy Communion for the Catholic
residents.

“We know that whenever a person is hospitalized, things that get
up-ended in their lives include meaning and purpose, their connection
to others, their values — these are all things that attend to a per-
son’s spirit, whether they are religious or not,” Ms. Fabrizi said.

“All people have those elements about them, and those are things
that can be disrupted by major changes, hospitalizations, sudden
illness, the possibility of death, and certainly by the pandemic.
So, we’re listening for those things when we’re meeting with
people and communicating those things to the other staff.”

Ms. Fabrizi noted that with the current pandemic restrictions
the facility is not open to visitors, and even DSPs (designated
support people) had to stop during this recent outbreak.

“Residents are missing a social connection that nurses are not
always able to fulfill,” she said. “They would like to, all the staff
are very engaging as they care for residents, but they can’t al-
ways spend fifteen minutes with each resident to figure out how
they’re doing on a deeper level.”

As chaplain, Ms. Fabrizi can step in and be the social contact for
the residents, which is a huge asset especially during the pandemic.

“When you’re listening for people’s deeply held values and things
that are meaningful and purposeful, you can sometimes help navi-
gate with decision making, or help understand the situation from
a different perspective and advocate for the resident,” she said.

“You understand their values through spending time with peo-
ple, and this can help in guiding a patient towards accepting care
that they may be resisting. How can we honour this person’s
values while still getting to the work of care?”

So much of Ms. Fabrizi’s work is simply being present and
accompanying residents as they are.

“Often times to be able to be there and have no other agenda
except to be present — ministry of presence,” she said. “My
work is not to try and logically fix things or talk residents through
things, but just to be there.”

Noting the extra burdens the pandemic has placed on residents
of long-term care, Ms. Fabrizi said, “there are a lot of hard days
and despair that you hear, and the pandemic hasn’t made it better.
My job isn’t to talk them out of that or cheer them up, but to hear
it and enter into their prayer with them, and often times that is
enough to help the person feel better.”

Ms. Fabrizi dreams of the day when visitors can come into
Ridgewood once more for more intimate visits with loved one,
live entertainment, recreation and fellowship. Until then, she has
the following advice for accompanying and supporting a loved

one in long-term care during this time:
Reach out: If there is a neighbour, relative or loved one in hos-

pital or long-term care, reach out to them in whatever way works
for that person. “I have to say that receiving cards lights people
up so much,”  she said. “Even if the resident can’t read it, a staff
member will sit with the resident and read to them. And every
time, a hand-written card is such a treasured item to receive. If
you can’t call, if you can’t phone, if you can’t come to the win-
dow, send a card.  It’s a simple thing that means a lot. Also reach
out to their families.”

Pray: Remember the people in long-term care in daily prayers
and remember their family members too. “It’s so hard what they’re
going through, and prayer is so important. Even if you don’t have
a loved one in nursing homes or in hospital, please keep us all in
your prayers,” Ms. Fabrizi said.

Do what you can: “If you’re allowed visit, visit. If you’re al-
lowed to call, call. Sometimes people, for whatever reason, feel
that they shouldn’t, or that if they can’t call every day that it will
upset their loved one. Don’t worry, just call! We all will scramble
around to make it happen if someone calls for somebody. Don’t
worry about bothering the nurses, don’t be afraid to ask to ar-
range a window visit. If staff can’t do it, they’ll tell you. But they
are more than happy to do whatever they can to help residents
connect with their loved ones. Oftentimes, especially when some-
one has dementia, friends fall away because they are nervous or
even a bit scared about the changes happening to the person. Please
reach out anyway. It’s normal to feel nervous, but it’s so worth it
and meaningful,”  she explained.

Arrange to have religious material sent: “People enjoy receiving
religious material, such as the Living with Christ monthly missal.
If you can arrange that for somebody who might not get that,
they might enjoy it,” Ms. Fabrizi said. “Or send in a care package
with a rosary, prayer card or holy water.”

Acknowledge your loved one’s burden: Check in with loved ones
and acknowledge that it’s hard for them. “We try to be helpful and
optimistic, but at the same time we want to acknowledge that it’s
really hard for people. Resist the temptation to say, “at least this,” or
“at least that,” and when people are lamenting affirm that it’s hard,
and it is sad.”

Allow people to express how they are feeling, don’t make them feel
that they have to shut it down. “Often families will try to push the
positive, and that’s a good thing, but also when someone is not there
it’s okay. Don’t be afraid, it’s okay. People are more likely to cheer up
and feel better after they truly felt heard and supported through the
darkness,” she said.

Don’t beat yourself up: Family members often feel helpless right
now, with pandemic restrictions. “Learn what you can about your
loved one’s condition and what they’re living through, that can be
helpful. Also, get support for yourself because that will help you be
stronger to help your loved one.”

Pray for yourself: “Use this opportunity to really throw yourself
upon the Lord as your loved one is in the hospital. That the Lord will
strengthen your trust and your faith and carry you through all of
these hard times,”  she said. “And don’t forget to pray for your own
sake. Just keep loving them and do what you can.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Obituaries

DeLAY, WILLIAM WALSH — January 22, 1929, Saint John, NB
- November 19, 2021, Calgary, AB.

The family of William (Bill) DeLay announce his peaceful passing
at his home in Calgary, AB, on Friday, November 19, 2021, at 92
years of age. A funeral mass was held on November 26th at St. Tho-
mas More Catholic Church in Calgary, AB; his burial took place at
Mountain View Cemetery (St. Anne’s Section).

Survived by his wife, Valerie (Wedge), their children, Bill (Susan),
Patrick (Tracey), Maryann (Pierre), David (Jeannie), Stephen
(Kathleen) and Diane (Dave), his 12 grandchildren, 4 great-grand-
children, and his nieces and nephews and their families.

Bill was predeceased by his parents, James, and Annie; siblings,
Audrey, Fr. James Leo, Edward & Lawrence; his sisters-in-law,
Barbara (Dick) DeLay and Norma Wedge.

The family extends their thanks, appreciation, and praise to the
nurses of Alberta Health’s Palliative Home Care Service.

Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

NORWOOD, MARGARET ETHEL (nee Devlin) — With love and
much sadness, the family of Margaret Ethel Norwood, wife of the
late Andrew (Andy) Stephen Norwood, announce her peaceful and
unexpected passing on January 14th, 2022. Born November 3rd,
1940, to Charles and Lorraine (Purdy) Devlin in St. Stephen, N.B.
She was the eldest of eight children, George, Mike, David
(Dorothy), Mary (Murphy), Peter, Christine and Joe (Faye). She
was predeceased by her husband, Andy, parents, Charles and Lor-
raine Devlin, her brothers George (in infancy), Peter, sister
Christine, in-laws Darrell Murphy, Darlene Devlin, Carol Thorne,
Gloria King, Helen Gautreau, Hazel McNulty and Clarence
Norwood.

She leaves behind her loving family, Karen Guenette, Mike
Norwood, Brian (Roberta) Norwood and Andrea (Jim) Blagden.
Her grandchildren, Michelle, Colleen and Stephen (Allison) Guenette,
Samantha Harris, Andrew Harris, Jordan Norwood, Wayne Hall,
Jessica (George) Morrell, Keisha Norwood, Brad (Courtney) and
Nick Blagden. Survived as well as by her many great-grandchil-
dren who all thought the world of their Nanny Marg, and by many
nieces and nephews. She is also survived by in-laws, Phillip Thorne,
Don Norwood and Otty (Perdita) Norwood.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. The funeral service was held in the Brenan’s
chapel. Interment followed at Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

DeGRUCHY, DAVID ‘RAY’ — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the fam-
ily of David “Ray” DeGruchy, husband of the late, Marion (Horton)
DeGruchy, announces his passing which occurred on Wednesday,
January 26, 2022, at his residence, Shannex Embassy Hall. Born in
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, on October 19, 1944, he was the son of
the late Thomas and Memlo (Fraser) DeGruchy.

Ray’s memory will survive through his son, Allan DeGruchy of
Saint John, daughters, Karen (Bob) Donovan of Quispamsis, and

Katherine DeGruchy of
Quispamsis; beloved grandchil-
dren: Karley Donovan, Carson
Donovan, Cameron DeGruchy
and Brandon DeGruchy; broth-
ers Doug, Gregory and Reggie
DeGruchy; sisters Mary Aikens
and Audrey Hubert; as well as
several cousins, nieces and
nephews. Besides his parents,
Ray was predeceased by his
wife Marion; his brother, Tho-
mas; and brothers-in-law
Donnie Hubert and Ross
Aikens.

Arrangements were under
the care of Kennebecasis Com-
munity Funeral Home,
Quispamsis, (849-2119). A Fu-
neral Liturgy Service was held
in the Kennebecasis Funeral
Home Chapel. Interment will
take place at a later date in Nova
Scotia. §
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BY NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROTHESAY — The Villa Madonna Retreat
House in Rothesay is near and dear to the hearts
of many. “It has a special place in many, many
peoples’ hearts. And think the Villa, when you
walk in there’s just a sense of comfort and wel-
coming that people receive when they come
here,” Mary Ann Kneeland, chair of the Board
of Directors for the Villa said.

“Over the years we’ve had high school reun-
ions and nursing reunions — prior to Covid, these
groups were here and they loved it. I attended
retreats here when I was in high school, as well
as other retreats here over the last few years.”

Like many businesses and non-profit organi-
zations, the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly im-
pacted the daily operation of the Villa Madonna,
which found itself experiencing financial diffi-
culty prior to Christmas 2021 as a result of the
many cancellations due to Covid restrictions.

 “We launched a fund-raiser the first of De-
cember in hopes of raising $30,000,” Dianne
O’Dell, interim administrative director said. “We
felt that this would pay the outstanding bills and
get us through January when things would pick
up again.”

The Villa Madonna launched an appeal to indi-
viduals and groups on its mailing list and raised
almost $10,000 within the first week. Encour-
aged by this result, Ms. O’Dell decided to ap-
proach the Knights of Columbus Council 6595,
which has been very supportive in the past. The

end result was a $25,000 donation.
“In my time in high school, we used to come

[to the Villa Madonna] for retreats,” Fred
McBride, grand knight said. “It has special
meaning. So, when Dianne contacted us, I
think most every guy on the council wanted
to help somehow. It’s something we don’t
want to lose.”

Kevin McDonald, financial secretary for
Council 6595 is pleased to continue a
longstanding relationship between the Knights
and Villa Madonna.

“Our Council has been affiliated with the
Villa for 20 years,” he said. “When Dianne
approached us, because of that affiliation but
also knowing that there’s potential here and
that we can be a part of it, we wanted to
help. That’s why we’re here today and that’s
why this happened.”

This generous donation is the largest ever
given by Council 6595 at once. “It only hap-
pened through Fred and Don [Roy, deputy
grand knight], and through the council,” Mr.
McDonald said. “In order to do that you have
to believe that you want to be a part of seeing
this building succeed.”

For Ms. Kneeland, this generous donation
came at the right time. “The donation has been
just incredible for the Villa Madonna,” she said.
“It’s been a very difficult two years and as
Kevin said, we were struggling. With their
generosity we’ve been able to start 2022 on a
positive footing and looking forward to wel-
coming our groups and our guests back to

Villa Madonna receives generous gift from Knights
the Villa.”

Last year [2021] was a milestone for Villa
Madonna, its 90th anniversary, and one that
typically would have involved a huge celebra-
tion. “We didn’t get to celebrate that. It was a
huge disappointment; they couldn’t have done
anything,” Ms. O’Dell said. “So, I’m looking
to this [donation] as a bit of a celebration.
We’re looking forward to getting through the
next ten years and having a 100th anniversary.”

The Knights of Columbus are confident in
the Villa Madonna and its mission.

“Council 6595 is very fortunate because we
have a little more in the bank than others, and
we give that away,” Mr. McDonald said. “And
this was a wonderful opportunity to help an
organization and a group that were having a
bit of a difficult time and we got them over
that. And now they’re going to do a bit more
work to succeed.”

This is music to Ms. Kneeland’s ears. “We
want to keep the Villa going, so we need to
look forward to how we can work together
with the Knights, build on what we have, keep
it going, and be a place of welcome for re-
treats and guests to come,” she said.

“It’s just a wonderful place, and I think that
Dianne has done a great job in contacting and
connecting with the Knights, so for that we are
very grateful, and we look forward to going for-
ward and hopefully our outside world will en-
able us to move forward in the coming years.”

Mr. McDonald issued a challenge to his fel-
low Knights. “Council 6595 is inviting all of the
councils to become a part of the partnership that
we’ve developed,” he said. He is hopefull coun-
cils will step forward with further donations.

“We are so thankful to all the support we have
received from so many,” Ms. O’Dell said. “A
banner we had made for the 85th anniversary
reads: a legacy of faith and blessing. It sort of
says it all. It’s through the faith of the people that
have been here through it all, the good times,
and the hard times, and yet they still have faith
that we’ll continue here, and so do I. We’re look-
ing forward to this year, I think it’s going to be a
good year.”

Donations to the Villa Madonna can be made
via the website at http://villamadonna.ca/dona-
tions, through Canadahelps.org, by phone or mail.
As a charitable organization any donation that is
received will be issued a tax receipt.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The
New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

ROTHESAY — Recently, Knights of Columbus Council 6595 made a donation to Villa
Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay. (L to r) Mary Ann Kneeland, chair of the Board
of Directors for Villa Madonna, Dianne O’Dell, interim administrative director, Don
Roy, deputy grand knight, J. Kevin McDonald, financial secretary and Fred McBride,
grand knight. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)


